EMC Europe 2017 in Angers, France -"Where Modernity Meets Tradition"
By Mohamed Ramdani, Symposium Chair, and Richard Perdriau, Symposium Vice-Chair F or the first time, EMC Europe was organized in France. It was an honor for us and for our nice and small (150,000 people) city, Angers, to be chosen by the International Steering Committee for this "premiere". The symposium was held at the ESEO Graduate School of Engineering, about 15 minutes from downtown, in a very modern building (completed in 2012) offering all required facilities. The national research laboratory IETR (Rennes, France) contributed to the organization of the symposium.
EMC Europe is the result of a long tradition of EMC symposiums dating back to the time when EMC Rome, EMC Wroclaw and EMC Zurich were gathering the entire European EMC community every other year. These symposiums merged into the successful event that we all know and love, and that runs every year in various cities of Europe. It is supported and driven by the International Steering Committee, and technically co-sponsored by the IEEE EMC Society.
Being the first to organize EMC Europe in France (and in a city with little international recognition at that time), we had no idea about what could be expected in terms of papers and participants, but we were delighted with the result. The symposium took place from September 4 (afternoon) to September 8 (evening). After the review process, 169 papers were presented in 40 oral and special sessions, and 46 posters were presented in three sessions. Moreover, attendees could choose among eight half-day or full-day workshops and tutorials organized on Monday afternoon and all day on Friday. Two keynote speakers were invited: Frédéric Thérond from Airbus who spoke about the future of aircraft EMC, and Alain Kehlhoffner from Valeo who spoke about automated driving. Attending the symposium were 452 delegates from 41 different countries, excluding the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), among which we were glad to welcome 88 students, 26 exhibitors and five sponsors (EMCoS, WISE, Huawei, Kemet and IRT Saint-Exupéry). We express our special gratitude to these sponsors and all the exhibitors. The lunch and coffee break areas were located in the exhibition room and pavilion, which was indeed much appreciated. Moreover, the quality of the menus was praised by all participants.
The Welcome Reception was held on Tuesday evening at the Musée Jean Lurçat, a museum of contemporary tapestry located in the Hôpital Saint Jean, a major Gothic-style edifice and one of the last remaining examples of a remarkably well preserved large hospital complex. Built in the 12th century, it is today considered as one of the exceptional monuments from Angers' heritage. We would like to thank Ms. Constance Nebbula, Deputy Mayor in charge of Culture, for introducing the city of Angers and presenting "Le Chant du Monde" (World Song) tapestry during the reception.
The social program continued with the Symposium Gala Banquet on Wednesday evening that, according to all participants, will be engraved in their memories. It was held at the Château du Plessis-Bourré, which was built by Jean Bourré, Louis XI's Minister of Finance, who was also the main confident of the King and his most faithful servant, in less than five years, from 1468 until 1473. After a welcome drink inside the ramparts, attendees could enjoy not only typical French dishes and wines, but also a wonderful musical accompaniment by a 30-member symphonic orchestra, conducted by one of our colleagues, who also organized a music quiz during the evening. The winners of that quiz were offered (of course!) some bottles of typical French wine from the Angers region.
The rest of the evening was dedicated to the traditional awards ceremony. The Best Student Paper was awarded to Marco A. Azpúrua, José A. Oliva, Marc Pous and Ferran Silva (Universitat de Catalunya) for "Robust Extreme Value Estimation for Full Time-Domain EMI Measurements". The Best Paper was awarded to Mourad Larbi, Igor S. Stievano, Flavio G. Canavero and Philippe Besnier (Politecnico di Torino) for "Crosstalk Analysis of Printed Circuits with Many Uncertain Parameters Using Sparse Polynomial Chaos Metamodels". The first author of each paper received a connected bicycle handlebar developed by Velco, a startup company founded by two ESEO alumni. Finally, the EMC Europe banner was handed over to Prof. Frank Leferink, EMC Europe 2018 Symposium Chair.
We now wish all the best to the Local Organizing Committee of EMC Europe 2018 Amsterdam, and we hope that the next edition will be a great success (we have no doubt about that)! handlebar developed by Velco, a startup company founded by two ESEO alumni. Finally, the E Europe banner was handed over to Prof. Frank 
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Philippe Besnier (IETR) and Flavio Canavero (right) received the best paper award from Andy Marvin (center).
The Local Organizing CommiGee (LOC) of EMC Europe 2017 received a well-deserved round of applause for a successful symposium.
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